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Lesson Plan  -   
Goods or Services?

Becky Hinkle, 
Jefferson County Public Schools
Goals and Objectives 
Students will be able to define and give examples of the concept goods and services. Using their understanding of these concepts, they will draw pictures to use in a whole group sorting activity.

Connection 

Consumers rely on workers to provide the goods and services they want. 

Core Content:  Consumers use goods and service to satisfy economic wants and needs. (3.1.2)

Voluntary National Economic Standards:  Standard 1: Scarcity    

Context

Consumer wants can be classified as goods or services.  Workers provide these goods and services.

Resources

Who Wants a Cheap Rhinoceros, Shel Silverstein    Macmillan Publishing Co.  1964

Procedure

Chart things you’ve paid money for lately. By listing them in two different groups, goods and services. For example:  food, books, shirt and haircut, movie, dentist.  Have students make suggestions as well.  Define terms.  Goods – things people make or grow; objects we want.  Services – thing people do for others; actions we want.  Label the two groups you’ve made on the chart.  Read aloud Who Wants a Cheap Rhinoceros.  Discuss goods and service provided by the rhinoceros.

Student Assessment  

Make 12 index cards with labeled with a Good and 12 cards labeled with a Service.  Randomly pass out to students. Students turn the card over and draw a picture to match.  Collect cards in a basket.  Call on individual students to pick a card and sort into the right group using a pocket chart.  Students will be informally assessed for participation and understanding of the concepts goods and services.

Homework: 

Students discuss with their parent or another adult what their job or occupation is and what kinds of things they do in their work.  Do they provide a good or a service?  Students will draw and write what they learn from their discussion. See attached homework sheet. Use all the students’ work papers describing their parents’ jobs for a bulletin board titled: Workers Provide Goods and Services.

Parents are invited to visit the website http://www.econ.org/parents  to get 

more information about how to help their student learn more about economic concepts.

Name__________________________Date___________________

Discuss with your parent or another adult what their job or occupation is and what kinds of things they do for their work.

Draw and write about what you learned from your discussion.

****Parents, the website site www.econ.org/parents offers excellent resources for you to help your student learn economic concepts. There is also a section for students to use as well.

